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What is culture? 

   The customs, beliefs, art, music, 
literature and all the other 
products of human thought made 
by a particular group of people at 
a particular time. 

 
  (Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture, pg 336) 



 
The importance of 

culture 

Whose culture? 

Places, people and 

customs 

Culture and language 

Culture and eating habits 

Successful cross-

cultural communication? 

 

 

 



 

Why is culture important? 
 

Language and Culture sometimes cannot be 
separated. 
 



‘Cappuccino’ and ‘Meze’ have no 

translations… 

www.wikipedia.com 



 

Why is culture important? 
 

Language and Culture sometimes cannot be 
separated. 

It helps us to communicate with people from 
other countries on holiday or for business. 

 



2019: Some Global Statistics… 

Number of people who took a 

foreign holiday 

 

Global revenue from tourism in 

USD 

 

Number of people using English 

for travel and tourism  

a. 1 Trillion 

 

b. 4.3 million 

 

c. 1 billion 

 

d. 1.1 billion 

Source: data.worldbank.org/indicator/ST.INT.ARVL 



Number of people using 
English for travel and 
tourism  

1.1 billion 



 

Why is culture important? 
 

Language and Culture sometimes cannot be 
separated. 

It helps us to communicate with people from 
other countries on holiday or for business. 

To avoid stereotyping. 

 



Welcome to Poland! 



Welcome to Poland! 



Welcome to Poland! 



The teacher 

 

Whose Culture Shall we Study? 

 

Culture of… 

 

The students 

themselves 

English Speaking 

Countries 

The wider world 

 



What is British 

Culture? 

Welcome to Britain! 



 
 
 

 

 

British Culture? 



“You cannot understand 

your own culture if that is 

the only culture you know.” 

Rudyard Kipling, writer 1865-1936 

Another reason 
why culture is 

important: 
 

It helps us to better 

understand our own 

culture. 



People, Places and 
Customs: 

Every journey starts 
from home… 



Food School Free Time 

Family, friends 

Toys Home 

Every journey 

starts from 

home 

Weather 

Animals 
Pictures from York Our Discovery Island  
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Every journey 

starts from 

home… 



Food School Free Time 

Family, friends 

Toys Home 

Every journey 

starts from 

home 

Weather 

Animals 
Pictures from York Our Discovery Island  



School in Lebanon vs. A School in the UK 

Similarities and 

Differences? 



Denmark 

France 

Jordan 

Denmark 

China 

Mission Possible Upper Intermediate 

Schools Around the World 

B C D F J 
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Mission Possible Upper Intermediate 



Comparing Cultures 

India 

Argentina 
Bangladesh 

Brazil 

Turkey 

China 
Japan 



1. India 

Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

5. Argentina 4. Bangladesh 

2. Brazil 

7. Turkey 

6. China 

3. Japan 

In which country… 
 

… should you NOT 

open a present in front 

of the person who has 

given it to you? 
 

 



Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

In which country… 
 

… is it acceptable to 

eat noisily? 
 

 

1. India 

5. Argentina 4. Bangladesh 

2. Brazil 

7. Turkey 

6. China 

3.Japan 



5. Argentina 

Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

In which country… 
 

… should you arrive 

up to an hour late to 

event to which you 

have been invited? 
 

 

1. India 

4. Bangladesh 

2. Brazil 

7. Turkey 

6. China 

3. Japan 



7. Turkey 

Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

In which country… 
 

… should you arrive 

exactly on time to 

event to which you 

have been invited? 
 

 

1. India 

5. Argentina 4. Bangladesh 

2. Brazil 

6. China 

3. Japan 



2. Brazil 

Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

In which country… 
 

… must you stand 

outside a person’s 

house and clap your 

hands where there is 

no doorbell? 
 

 

1. India 

5. Argentina 4. Bangladesh 

7. Turkey 

6. China 

3. Japan 



Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

In which country… 
 

… must women NOT 

shake hands when 

they meet? 
 

 

1. India 

5. Argentina 4. Bangladesh 

2. Brazil 

7. Turkey 

6. China 

3. Japan 



6. China 

Comparing Cultures 

Quiz 

In which country… 
 

… must you always 

leave some food on 

your plate (even if you 

are still hungry)? 
 

 

1. India 

5. Argentina 4. Bangladesh 

2. Brazil 

7. Turkey 

3. Japan 



Mission Possible Upper Intermediate 

Getting it Right… 



Mission Possible Advanced 

Getting it Right… 



Mission Possible Upper Intermediate 

Getting it Right… 



Mission Possible Intermediate Mission Possible Upper Intermediate 



Effective 

preparation 

for life beyond 

the classroom 

 

Practises 21st 

Century Skills 

 

 

Good for 

mixed abilities 

 

 

Diagnostic 

tool 

 

Makes 

language 

meaningful, 

motivating 



A Lebanon Quiz for Rob… 

 

(Easy Questions please!)  



5 things I like 

about being away 

from the UK…. 

1. Family 
2. Pubs 
3. TV 
4. Driving on the 

correct side of 
the road 

5. Charity 
bookshops 

 
 

1. Café culture 

2. New food 

3. Lower cost of 
living 
(sometimes) 

4. Easy to travel 

5. New languages 

5 things I 

missed about 

the UK…. 



Culture and Language 



 
 
 

Czy są bilety? 

- Nie ma. 

(in)Directness  

Do you have 

any tickets? 



Indirectness 

How are you? 

Fine thanks. 

 

Nice weather. 

Yes, very nice. 

 

Have you had your 

lunch? 

I’ve eaten already. 



‘Thank You’ 



Is anyone feeling cold 

in here? 

 

Do you know what 

time it is!!!!!????? 

 

Have you got your car 

with you? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

More indirectness 



Indirectness 

How’s the new car? 

It’s getting very late. 

Are you going to stay 

long? 

Do you know where the 

station is? 

It’s going to rain. 

Do you know the number 

to phone for a cab? 

= Please give me a lift. 
 
 



Hey!  

Cheerio! 

Thanks for your invitation  

It’s popular 

I’m good 

I don’t mind. 

Train station 

Can I have a coffee with milk? 

movie 

Marvellous! 

 

 

 

Hi! 

Ciao! 

Thanks for your invite 

It’s trending 

I’m very well 

Whatever! 

Railway station 

Can I get a latte? 

film 

Awesome! 

   

English as it’s really used… 
A B 



COVID-19 (n) 

doomscrolling (n) 

Coronacut (n) 

furlough (n) 

Zoom town (n) 

covidiot (n) 

quarantini (n) 
www.dictionary.com/e/s/new-words-we-created-

because-of-coronavirus 

 

 

 



Blends 

jeans + leggings =  

web + seminar =  

Britain + exit =  

glamorous + camping = 

 

Jennifer + Lopez = 

 

 

Boris + Johnson =    

jeggings  

webinar  

Brexit  

glamping 

 

J-Lo 

 

 

Bo-Jo 



LOL 

BBL 

EOD 

LMK 

FYA 

POS 

 

Laugh out Loud 

Be back later 

End of discussion 

Let me know 

For your amusement 

Parent over shoulder 

The impact of new technology: 

TLAs (Three Letter Acronyms)  



Alphabet taught to kids nowadays 



The Age of Political Correctness 

manic depressive 

air stewardess 

BC, AD 

blind 

fat 

cheating 

 

 

bipolar 

flight attendant 

BCE, CE  

non-sighted 

person of substance 

collaborative learning 

 



Culture and 
Pronunciation 



 

 

 
Queen’s English? 





Estuary English 





Pronunciation… on the move 



 
 
  

The Oz / NZ Effect 

Kylie Minogue Nicole Kidman Paul Hogan Russell Crowe 



 
The Antipodean Effect 

It’s great to be here. 

 

I enjoy my work. 

 

I’ve been here before. 



Antipodean Intonation 

(Rising Terminus) 

 

American Shortening 

going to 

want to 

sort of 

/gɒnə/ 

/wɒnə/ 

/sɔːtə/ 



Culture and Eating 
Habits 



Ceviche (raw fish) 

 

Ostrich 

 

Durian (stinky fruit) 

 

Crocodile  

 

Waterblommetjie 

bredie (flower stew) 
 

 

1. Thailand, Malaysia 

 

2. South Africa 

 

3. Australia 

 

4. Peru 

 

5. Brazil 

 

6. South Africa 

 
 

Which Country? 



Mission Possible Upper Intermediate 



Odd one out? 

11 21 

31 

41 





What Lebanese food should every 

foreign visitor try (at least once!) 
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Culture and Sausages 



You can tell a lot about a country’s culture by 

its sausages… 

Pete McCarthy, British Comedian, TV Presenter, Travel Writer 1951-2004 



You can tell a lot about a country’s culture by 

its sausages… 

Germany Spain 

Switzerland Italy Great Britain 



 
 
 

 

 

British Culture? 



Addiction to soap 

operas 

A love of moaning – but 

the inability to complain 

Nosiness 

Sarcasm 

Insularity 

Tolerance 

Love of a good curry 

 

 

 

British Culture? 

Kate Fox: Watching the English 

(Hodder & Stoughton) 



 
 
 

 

 

 

What does it mean to be British? 

Being British is about driving a German car 

to an Irish pub 

for a Belgian beer, 

then buying an Indian curry, Turkish kebab or 

Italian pizza on the way home, 

eating it sitting on Swedish furniture 

whilst watching American TV shows 

on a South Korean TV. 

But what’s the most British thing of all? 

Distrust of anything foreign.  



And finally… 

Cultures and 

languages working 

together? 



 
 
 

 

 

Fawlty Towers – Manuel Gives Basil a Language Lesson 



Thank You 

robdeantraining@gmail.com 


