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Speaking vs. Writing

What makes a good 

piece of writing?

Developing written 

subskills

Product vs. Process

Developing Creativity

After writing

Practice makes perfect?



Speaking vs. Writing



“A good speaker does not always make 

a good writer (and a good writer does 

not always make a good speaker).”



•entertainment

•giving and finding out information

•sharing opinions

•solving problems

•survival

•making and maintaining relationships

It’s All About Communication…



Temporary

Instant Feedback / Response

Mistakes more normal and 

acceptable

Expressive features 

(Intonation, stress, etc)

Often spontaneous and takes 

little thought

Focus on pronunciation

Permanent

Not always an instant response

Mistakes not as acceptable

Expressive features (Punctuation, 

underlining, etc)

Takes more thought and planning

Focus on spelling

Differences between speaking and writing
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What have you written recently (in any 

language)?

What do your students write in 

English?

What problems do your students have 

with writing?



Writing – the traditional way?  



What makes a good 
piece of writing?



Mission Possible Elem

A possible 

writing task:

A holiday 

postcard / 

Whatsapp



What do students need to know about what 

they are going to write?

Purpose

Target audience

Register

To inform, entertain

A friend

Neutral / informal



Content

- Task Achievement

Communicative Achievement

- Functional Language; Register

Organisation

- Paragraphing

- Linking, sequencing

Language

- Accuracy

- Range

- Spelling & Punctuation

Possible criteria for marking writing



Content

- Task Achievement

Communicative Achievement

- Functional Language; Register

Organisation

- Paragraphing

- Linking, sequencing

Language

- Accuracy

- Range

- Spelling & Punctuation

Possible criteria for marking writing



Dear Anna,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



Dear Anna,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing. and…?

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



Dear Anna,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob. Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



Dear Bill,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob. Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



Dear Anna,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



Providing a model

Mission Possible Elem



Developing Written 

Subskills:

1) Content and Task 

Achievement



Pre-Writing: Gathering Ideas

Brainstorming Activity

museums

ruinscrowds

queues

old town

take photographs

guide book

aching legs

spectacular

galleries

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to 

do sightseeing.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona. We’re going to see 
the old town and the cathedral. My mum wants to go to a 
museum, but I want to go shopping!



The importance of Pre-Writing –

Gathering Ideas

What?

Where?

When?

Who?

Which?

How?



Developing Content:

Something 

you do at 

the 

seaside 

Something 

you do in 

the 

mountains

A good 

thing 

about 

holidays 

A bad 

thing 

about 

holidays

Beginning with…S



How do you say the words in your own language?

Which things can you find near your home town?

Personal relevance makes it memorable 

Activating Schemata…

Mission Possible Elem



Developing Written 

Subskills:

2) Linking and 

Sequencing



Dear Anna,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob. Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+





I went to town…

It was raining…

I don’t like bananas…

Teachers earn very little…

Britain has left the EU…

My students always arrive late…

despite

because

but

and

although

so

1

2

3

4

5

6

Linking: Addition, Contrast,  Cause and Effect



Developing Written 

Subskills:

3) Language Range



Dear Anna,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Love from Rob Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



winter

season

year

time

cold

Taboo

Developing Range



exam

assessment

test

stressful

write

Taboo

Developing Range





buy

eat

have a 

watch

swim

visit

souvenirs

ice cream

barbecue

the sunset

in the sea

a museum

Focus on collocation



souvenirs ice cream swimming

a museum volleyball exercise

lunch barbecue the sunset tennis

aerobics hiking a theme park

10015050

75 250 150

10050150200

75100150250

100

200

Collocations: Verbs and Nouns

buy   eat   have a   watch   visit   go   play   do



Personal relevance makes it memorable 



5 True; 1 False



Developing Written 

Subskills:

4) Language Accuracy



So far we’ve helped with the following… 

Content

- Task Achievement

Organisation

- Linking

Language

- Range

BUT THEY STILL GET IT WRONG….



Dear Bill,

How are you? I’m on holiday in Spain. It’s very 

nice. The sea is nice and the weather is nice.

We go to the beach every day. I eat fruit. It is warm. 

I go swimming. In the evening we have dinner 

outside.

Tomorrow we’re going to Barcelona to do 

sightseeing.

Yesterday my mum has walked on muzuem – and I 

going buying! Were you in Spain?

Goodbye. Task achievement

Linking / sequencing

Accuracy

RangeLevel A2+



Things Students Write

1. (at the start of a letter) ’Expensive Maria, …’

2. I spent Christmas in the Turkey.

3. My sister is having three cats.

4. You must sing your name on the form.

5. In the holidays I tripped on the mountain.

6. There’s some dog on the chair.

7. Scottish people speak English with a funny accident.

8. The dog was hungry because my sister forgot to eat him.

9. I like my coffee cremated.

10. (at the end of a formal letter) ‘With best regrets…’



A reactive approach to written work

Well done!!

This town is a major tourist attraction.

The view from the hill is mindblowing

We haven’t had a minute to ourselves

????!!

Weather it is very good 

I very like windsurfing.

I was on holiday in Spain.

Differential Feedback 

Encouraging

Challenging



Product Writing:

Focussing on what good writers PRODUCE

Emphasis on FORM and STRUCTURE of the 

FINISHED PRODUCT



Model Text

Parallel Task

Focus on Writing: a 

Product Approach

Mission Possible Elem

Analysis and Practice



Integrating Writing and 

Speaking: 

Some More Ideas 





I stayed with (1) famous person __________) last 

(2) day / month ________). Her house was 

(3) adjective ___________). There were 

(4) number ___________) (5) something in your 

bag ___________) in her (6) room _________). 

There was a fantastic (7) furniture 1 _______) for me! 

It was next to the (8) furniture 2 _____) and opposite 

the (9) something electric ____________). It was 

(10) colour _________) and there was a (11) animal 

________) on it. It was (12) adjective ________)!









What‘s the person’s name?

When and where was s/he born?

What and where did s/he study?

What did s/he do for a living?

What are his / her hobbies? 

What was his / her major life achievement?

Developing the writing skill through 

collaboration and interactivity

A biography:







Process Writing:

Focussing on what good writers DO

Emphasis on the MEANS as well as the 

final PRODUCT

Possible Stages:

Brainstorming ideas

Organising Ideas

Drafting

Revising

Redrafting until a final version is produced



Why write in class?

•The teacher can be on hand to help.

•The students can help each other.

•An opportunity for peer correction

•Can be communicative and interactive

•Can be fun

•Teamwork helps students to develop the 

SKILL of writing. 



After Writing:

What Next?



Not quite…



FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS

OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE

EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Read the following sentence only once. How 

many letter F’s are there?

There are 6



FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS

OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE

EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.

Read the following sentence only once. How 

many letter F’s are there?

There are 6



Reacting to 

Written Work



Ways of assessing
1) Written Work



Content

- Task Achievement

Communicative Achievement

- Functional Language; Register

Organisation

- Paragraphing

- Linking, sequencing

Language

- Accuracy

- Range

- Spelling & Punctuation

Possible criteria for marking writing



Ways of assessing
1) Written Work



Ways of assessing
1) Written Work



Ways of assessing
1) Written Work



Ways of assessing
1) Written Work



Ways of assessing
1) Written Work





The Materials





Practice Makes 

Perfect





Thank You

robdeantraining@gmail.com

www.atel-lb.org


