YORK
PRESS

EXPERTS IN EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING, ASSESSMENT
AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT



Beyond the Te;

Cultivating G
Citizens Thr




Trainer Blography

Patrick Prendergast, B.Ed, PgDp, MSc.
Educational ConsultamtYork Press

Educating Generations

Patrick Prendergast is an educational consultant with expertise in
teacher training, curriculum reform, and Technical Vocational
Education and Training (TVET). He brings a unique blend of
experience from the education sector and engineering industries,
having collaborated with Ministries of Education and organizations
In Engineering, Manufacturing, Defence, and Oil and Gas.

Patrick has led major projects in STEM education, digital learning,
and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), driving
Innovation in teaching and training across diverse sectors.

¥ YORK
PRESS




Three-Part Workshop Breakdown

Turning Classroom Chaos
into Curiosity

Howactive learning and differentiation
can createan inclusiveand engaging
learning environment.

Key Soft Skills for Sustainability in Education
¢2Y2NNEgQa [ %nbeﬁa%dilr}lg‘gvh%ustainability
|dentifyingessential soft skills for means and hovto embed it

future leadersand exploring practical effectively into the curriculum
strategies to help students develop
them.
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Three-Part Workshop Breakdown

Turning Classroom Chaos Key Soft Skills for _Sustainability in Education
into Cur|03|ty ¢2Y2NNEgQa [ %nbeﬁa%dilr}lg‘gvh%ustainability
Howactive learning and differentiation |dentifyingessential soft skills for means and hovio embed it
can createan inclusiveand engaging future leadersand exploring practicgl effectively into the curriculum
learning environment. strategies to help students develop
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A recent~orbesreport revealed that the most
8ddz00SaafdzZ Sl RBEKBEKONBY
who embracesuriosity.

Those who asksightful questions
challenge assumptionsandactively seek knowledge
are the ones who stand out and thrive.

(February, 2025 Forbes
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X Does your classroofel like chaos
Instead of curiosity
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X Are your studentpassively
receiving information oractively
discovering new ided3




X How can differentiation turn
classroom confusiomto
engagementanddeeper learnin@
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X |n Section 1 of this-part workshop,
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- how active learning and
differentiation can transform
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Prior Knowledge Check

To rethink learning,
A we need to start with the foundation,
&3 how we structure thinking itself.
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Prior Knowledge Check
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Prior Knowledge Check
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to classifyeducational objectivesnto levels of SYNTHESIS W
CO nitive com IeXit B OI"

: e ANALYSIS Sinay
The goal was to help teachers structure APPLICATION

learning experiences thahove students
from baSiC knOWIedge recall tO higher ...............................................

order thinking. KNOWLEDGE

L Reference:
Bloom, B. S. (1956)axonomy of Educational Objectives: The Classification of Educational Goal



Prior Knowledge Check
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Noun > to Verb Form



Prior Knowledge Check

1956 . 2001

wS@GAaSR . f22YQa ¢t Ezy2villkiz
reflect modern learning approaches. LSS

APPLICATION

COMPREHENSION

Greater emphasis on creativity and problem (NOWLEDGE
solving like projectbased learning, STEM, digital
literacy).

UNDERSTAND

REMEMBER

Noun > to Verb Form

__| Reference:
Aanderson, L. W., & Krathwohl, D. R. (Eds.). (2@0Txxonomy for Learning,
Teaching, and Assessing: A Revision of Bloom's Taxonomy of Educational Obj

1. Nouns to Verbs to emphasize learning asariive process
2. Placing "Creating" at the top to reflect the importance of higherder thinking
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HigherOrder Thinking

A Active Learning moves

beyond memorization

D

StudentLed Learning

oo

and ownership.

7

RealWorld Application

A Learning goes beyond the classroom.

Active learning teaches students skills—

they can use.

W\,

T g sy e
er  Understand

\

A Encourages engagement

Retrieving
relevant
knowledge
from long-term
memory.

Example verbs:

' Recognizing

Recalling

Determining
the meaning of
instructional
messages,
including oral,
written, and
graphic com-
munication.

Example verbs:

Interpreting
Exemplifying
Classifying
Summarizing
Inferring
Comparing

Explaining

Carrying out
or using a
procedurein a
given situation.

Example verbs:

Executing
Implementing

Breaking
material into
its constituent
parts and
detecting how
the parts relate
to one another
and to an over-
all structure or
purpose.

Example verbs:

Differentiating
Organizing
Attributing

) O 4EEO 2AIlI AOAI
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Evaluate

Making
judgments
based on
criteria and
standards.

Example verbs:

Checking
Critiquing

A\

O

%

Create

Putting
elements
together to
form a novel,
coherent
whole or make
an original
product.

Example verbs:

Generating
Planning
Producing
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Active learning thrives in the higher
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sure all students reach
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BLOOM'S TAXONOMY

YEAHNG EVALUATING
USE INFO TO CREATE
) SOMETHING NEW

ANALYZING

TAKE INFO APART &
EXPLORE RELATIONSHIPS

CRITICALLY EXAMINE INFO
& MAKE JUDGEMEN'I’S

/ ntrast

/NBI- 0S o

UNDERSTANDING /
UNDERSTANoDlIrr:g:"A‘AFAOKING SENSE

interpret, summariz:

APPLYING

USE INFO IN A NEW (BUT SIMILAR) FORM

diagram, ynake c~chart

infer, paraphra
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BLOOM'S TAXONOMY

Active learning thrives In the higher CREATING \ EVALUATING ,ﬁﬁﬁfz';li'&”‘“’
VN yd VN v SOMETHING NEW & MAKE JUDGEMENTS EXPLORE RELATIONSHIPS
f S @ S t a' X EEEE:%;:EEL invent d:fgﬁd Z?zg;ete ) / ntrast

APPLYING

USE INFO IN A NEW (BUT SIMILAR) FORM

use, diagram, mnake c~chart
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Zone of Proximal Development | S
comes in g

Do 'St" . T ; _ — tg»"«.r.ww e }m
Remember Understand
. o

g2

Evaluate Create




Introducing the Zone of Proximal
Development

Vygotsky Scaffolding

Out of Reach Zone Can Not Do

L What | can do alone ®
(Independent learning)

Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD)

Can Do With Help

€ ZPDc What | can do with support ~ Zoneof Actual

Development

(Best learning zone) (ZAD)

Can Do Alone

X2 KU L OFlyQu R2

(Too difficult) -




The best learning happens when students are in the dtdldenged, but
with the right level of support.

Vygotsky Scaffolding

But what does this learning
process actually feel like for
students? Zone of Actual

Can Not Do

Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD)

Can Do With Help

that brings us to the![ S I N/ )\ﬂ AUQ




Eureka! |
understand
It now

The Learning Pit
oy James NoHingham
| think |

know the
answer

| need to
work hard
at this

easy as |
thought




Eureka! |
understand
It now

The Learning Pit
oy James NoHingham
| think |

know the
answer

o Feedback, Support
\ & Reflection

| need to
work hard

Not as
easy as |

T | | thought at this
Curiosity o B
| A
Inquiry-based ¢

learning
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exploring, questioning, . N
discussing, experimenting. }




And ifactive learningis what
helps students move frorohaos
to curiosity,
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then differentiation is what helps

us guide them at their own pace.
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Active Learning

What exactly Is it?
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What Is Active Learning?

Engaged Learners

Active learning puts students at the
center of the learning process
Instead of passively listening to

lectures.

Collaborative Activities

Group work, discussions, and
hands - on activities that promote
collaboration and critical thinking

Teacher as Facilitator

Teachers act as facilitators, guiding
students to explore ideas and

solve problems allowing students
to take ownership of their learning.

W YORK
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Why Active Learning Matters In
Primary Education

why IS It SO
Important?
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https://general-southerner.blogspot.com/2018/07/the-school-system-we-should-have-in.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Why Active Learning Matters in Primary
Education

O

A Engagement
Active learning keeps young children engaged and excited about learning . Their
brains thrive on movement and interaction!

000

CqpD Collaboration Skills

Through active learning, students learn to work together and communicate
effectively . They develop critical social skills that will benefit them throughout
their lives.

©) Deeper Understanding

-

Active learning allows students to go beyond rote memorization . They experience
the material firsthand, leading to deeper understanding and lasting knowledge.

VW YORK
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https://general-southerner.blogspot.com/2018/07/the-school-system-we-should-have-in.html
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Why Active Learning Matters in Primary

Education
. 48

Sensory Development

Active learning methods, such as
hands- on activities, stimulate senses,
enhancing motor skills and cognitive
development .

Science In Action

Active learning helps children make
connections between concepts and real :

world examples . For example: Classifying
animals

VW YORK
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Key Components of an Active
Learning Lesson
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Key Components of an Active Learning Lesson

Inquiry -Based Learning

Engage students in a quest for knowledge ! Pose questions that spark curiosity and
encourage them to seek answers through research and exploration.

Student Collaboration

Learning thrives in collaboration! Encourage studentsto  work together in pairs or groups
sharing ideas and supporting each other.

Hands -On Activities ;
Active learning is all about doing! Incorporate manipulatives, experiments, or physical y
models to make learning tangible and memorable. ‘

Reflection and Feedback

Help students process their learning ! Provide time for reflection on the learning process
and encourage them to share feedback with peers.

W YORK
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Examples of Active
Learning Techniques
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Examples of Active
Learning Techniques

1 1.Think -Pair -Share

Students think individually, discuss with a partner, and share ideas as a
class.
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Examples of Active
Learning Techniques

1 1.Think -Pair -Share

Students think individually, discuss with a partner, and share ideas as a

class.

2 2. Role -Playing

Students act out scenarios, building empathy and understanding.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Examples of Active
Learning Techniques

/H\O 1 1.Think -Pair -Share
Qﬂllp
-0

DiSﬁlSi

Report .

\. (3 minutes/person)

Students think individually, discuss with a partner, and share ideas as a

class.

O
O
/Expert

Gmly
.\ O Students act out scenarios, building empathy and understanding.

Bren]r. Out O
Hﬂm\ 3 3.Jigsaw

Group
u .< /. Students become experts, sharing their knowledge with peers.

2 2. Role -Playing

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Examples of Active
Learning Techniques

1 1.Think -Pair -Share

Students think individually, discuss with a partner, and share ideas as a
class.

2 2. Role -Playing

Students act out scenarios, building empathy and understanding.

3 3.Jigsaw

Students become experts, sharing their knowledge with peers.

4 4. Case Studies

Students analyze real - world situations, developing critical thinking skills.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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How to Use Think - Pair -Share

Present a Question

Pose a thought - provoking question.

, Think Time ﬂ[R

Give students time to consider their answers.
@H N

Pair Up & Discuss

Encourage students to share and refine ideas.

Share with the Class

Have pairs share their ideas with the class.

Think- Pair- Share is a valuable strategy for fostering student engagement  and participation. It allows students to
develop their ideas independently before discussing and sharing them with their peers. This collaborative approach
builds confidence and

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE W YORK
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Jigsaw for Collaborative Learning

/mbo 1 Form Expert Groups
Report . Qﬂy
o O
/Epr. (minmespeson Dismsﬁ
Group 3
S “e

B.‘rea]r. Owui

Divide the class into groups, each studying a different

specific area or topic.

2 Become the Experts

Each group researches their area  or topic, focusing on

\C> factors related.
Hom

Gmuy
u O O 3 Share Your Expertise

Groups re -form, with one ¥ | h & ifranbeddd area teaching

their new group.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Real -World Projects for

Early Learners
IN THE

1 1. Math Project

Gather and count objects from nature, like leaves or rocks, and
make a bar graph to represent the data.

2 2. Science Project

Plant seeds of native plants, observe the growth
process, and record any changes in a journal.

_— 3 3. Localization

Introduce local plants and their growth needs to encourage

cultural awareness and environmental stewardship.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Setting the Stage for Active Learning

What Is an

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE



Setting the Stage for Active Learning

Flexible Seating Use of Visual Aids Interactive Technology

Arrange desks or chairs in different Incorporate maps, charts, and other Engage students with smart boards
ways to encourage collaboration visuals to engage students and tablets , or online platforms to enhance
and movement. make learning more dynamic . digital interaction & learning.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Time to envision - Teaching Hats on!

1. How do you keep control within an
active learning environment?

2. How do you keep track of learning
during Active learning activities?

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE




Managing an Active Learning Environment
— s v O

Establish Clear Use Structured Monitor and Support Time Management
EXxpectations Group Roles Circulate around the Use timers or structured

Set clear guidelines for Assign specific roles to each classroom , offering guidance time blocks to keep

active participation and student , like leader, note- and support. Encourage activities on track. This
behavior. This will create a taker, or timekeeper. This students to participate ensures that the lesson plan
structured high promotes teamwork and actively and address any stays focused and
expectations environment responsibility. Demonstrate challenges they face. This productive.

for learning . exemplars where possible supports a well managed

learning environment

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Checking Understanding in Real Time

2
Reflection ldeas *
for the Classroom ':-ﬂ-
g B B¢

1 ExitTickets

Students write a brief reflection  about what they learned.

2 Quick Quizzes

A short quiz checks key concepts . Spot checks Students keep @ Students write a Students leave
digital diary or short letter to advice for
video journal. themselves. themselves to help

3 Peer Feedback

Students provide constructive feedback on each other's work

@ H \Js_/ their next ur1i’l:.end O][ day I

@™, REFLECTIO

$=x7 in the classroc

— — — — — — — -

Sentence starters. Press Record:
Students explaining
their learning.

4 Reflection
Students write about their learning process and what
they learned .

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Overcoming Common Obstacles

Off -task behavior Some students Time management

during group work dominate discussions

Students may get distracted or One or two students may take over Active learning lessons require

lose focus during collaborative the conversation while others careful time planning. Break

tasks. Make sure to assign clear remain silent. Implement "talking tasks into smaller, time - bound

roles for each student and set sticks" or give each student a set activities  to ensure that all

time limits for each task. time to speak to ensure everyone components of the lesson are
has a chance to share their ideas. covered within the allotted time.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Overcoming Common Obstacles

Off -task behavior Some students Time management

during group work dominate discussions

Students may get distracted or One or two students may take over Active learning lessons require

lose focus during collaborative the conversation while others careful time planning. Break

tasks. Make sure to assign clear remain silent. Implement "talking tasks into smaller, time - bound

roles for each student and set sticks" or give each student a set activities  to ensure that all

time limits for each task. time to speak to ensure everyone components of the lesson are
has a chance to share their ideas. covered within the allotted time.
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"As we Integrate active learning strategie® fuel curiosity,it's common to

see some studenftsustrated, evenwithdrawing when becoming confused.

mastery

earning X
Nottingha

"Thinking back to the Learning Pit, how Tre L

can we support students with the right

= S < ‘/‘; .;" ,
= i N rd )
. f?" - Not as : \:.‘: - ‘\C 0(;“ ?s
strategies” \ Koz
iRt g e &
\z \‘ R \
u | | B
Differentiation
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Adjustable Assignments

Questioning
Strategie

Curriculum Approaches

\
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r
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What Is Differentiation?

A

Meeting Students Where They Are Tailored Learning Experiences

Differentiation is a proactive approach to teaching that Differentiation aims to provide tailored learning

involves planning and executing various approaches to experiences that meet the unique needs of

content, process ,and product based on students' each student.

readiness levels, interests, and learning profiles.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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The Importance of
Differentiation

mpOrtantP
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The Importance of Differentiation

Unique Learners

Differentiation acknowledges the diversity of learners

Engagement

Adapts lessons to student interests and abilities .

Growth

Tailors' instruction to help every student achieve success.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE W YORK
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What is Differentiation, Really?

Content Differentiation Process Differentiation Product Differentiation

Content differentiation focuses on Process differentiation focuses on Product differentiation focuses on

what students are learning . Teachers how students learn . Teachers adjust how students demonstrate their

adjust the complexity of the material their teaching methods to cater to learning . Teachers provide students

based on student needs. different learning styles and with a variety of options for showing
preferences. what they know.

This could mean providing extra

support for struggling learners or Some students may benefit from This might include writing a report,

offering more challenging material for hands- on activities, while others creating a presentation, or

advanced learners. might prefer visual aids or audio participating in a debate.
recordings.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Principles of Differentiated Instruction

1 Respectful Tasks 2 Flexible Grouping 3 Ongoing Assessment
Assignments should be Use different grouping strategies Use formative assessments to
challenging, engaging, and based on activity goals and student inform and adjust instruction as
appropriate for students' needs. needs. needed.

We need to create an Equitable Ensure the students are in a This will support with Progress
Learning Environment Supportive Learning Environment Monitoring and Feedback

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Differentiation vs.
Individualization & Personalization
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Differentiation vs.
Individualization & Personalization

Differentiation Individualization Personalization
Teachers modify content, Tailoring the pace of learning Students have a voice and
process , and product to help PgC- 6CROERJREE: - i Cchdice HnltheiblgamiGy

all students succeed. needs. paths.

o
HCD)

N |
s,

W YORK

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE
PRESS




EDUCATION FOR A NEW

S—

Varied Resources

y

Reading Materials

Provide leveled books or articles.

M

Learning Contracts

Set personalized goals for students to work on.

INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE

Use texts, videos, visual aids, and manipulatives .

Adjusting What Students Learn

W YORK
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Adjusting How Students Learn

Flexible Group Work Interactive Strategies Scaffolding Activities
Use small groups based on Include discussions, think - Break down complex tasks and
similar needs. pair- share, and hands-on gradually build up to

activities. iIndependent practice.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Adjusting How Students Demonstrate Learning

Choice Boards Multimodal Assessments Rubrics & Clear Criteria

Offer students a selection of Projects, essays, presentations, or Use rubrics for assessing student

projects or activities. digital storytelling. products to ensure fairness and

clarity.

oide

assessmenl i =

[”:;‘ = s o/ o

i £ 555 0= o ‘ Vv -

122 Assessment

N,
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All Differentiation Should Have a Purpose
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All Differentiation Should Have a Purpose

Effective differentiation isn't about implementing strategies simply for the sake of it.

It's about adapting and responding to students' needs
The goal of differentiation is to create a learning environment that helps each student

thrive, not just survive. 4, |

Small groups become
truly effective when | /W b
distinct learning needs\ <«

start to emerge among '\
students.

(OMRPMBE

|
( FIXED MINDSET

GROWTH MINDSET
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Using Flexible and Differentiated Groups

Grouping is a powerful tool for creating a differentiated learning environment . When applied thoughtfully, grouping
strategies can effectively address the diverse needs of learners in a classroom setting.

Flexible Groups (Heterogeneous)

Mix abilities to encourage collaboration, peer teaching, and exposure to

1
different perspectives.
, Differentiated Groups (Homogeneous)
Group students with similar needs to provide targeted support or extensions.
Individual Work
3

This dynamic approach allows educators to tailor instruction to the individual needs of each student, fostering a
more equitable and engaging learning experience for all.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE W YORK
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Common Misconception

1 Small groups are often seen as the magic formula for addressing
learning gaps. However, this isn't always the case, especially when
students share similar challenges.

The Power of Whole - Group Instruction

2 Sometimes, whole - group instruction is the most effective way to
reach all students. It allows for a shared learning experience and
builds a foundation for future differentiation.

Addressing Specific Needs

3 While small groups can be beneficial for targeted support, they're not
always the best approach. It's crucial to understand the root cause
of learning gaps and select the most appropriate intervention.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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The Importance of Building a
Culture of Growth and Inclusion

Foster Collaboration Promote Growth Mindset Celebrating the Wins
Use your Active Learning Encourage "I can" attitudes and Celebrate different learning styles
strategies to build community. effort. and achievements .
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Self - Assessment and Reflection

Reflection Journals

Students write about what they learned.

Peer Feedback

Students review each other's work.

Self - Checklists

Students use checklists to monitor progress.

EDUCATION FOR A NEW ERA: INNOVATE, SUSTAIN & INCLUDE VW YORK
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Practical Steps for Teachers

S

Start Small

Introduce one or two active
learning techniques in your next
lesson. Don't try to overhaul your
entire teaching style at once.

=]

Reflect and Adjust

After each lesson , take time to
reflect on what worked and what
E R E AAskB&icstudents for
feedback on their experience.

00
o0
N

Build Up

Gradually add more activities as

you and your students get
comfortable . This allows for a
smooth transition and learning

curve.
000

\RIX

Collaboration

Work with fellow teachers to share
strategies and activities.
Collaborative learning can lead to
new and innovative ideas.

WA‘:a




Reflection Time!
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Curiosity
Ignites the
journey
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